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(b) The claimant shall provide an ex-
planation of the circumstances necessi-
tating the use of community medical 
care, services, or supplies instead of 
Department of Veterans Affairs care, 
services, or supplies, and 

(c) The claimant shall furnish such 
other evidence or statements as are 
deemed necessary and requested for ad-
judication of the claim. 

[33 FR 19011, Dec. 20, 1968, as amended at 39 
FR 1844, Jan. 15, 1974. Redesignated at 61 FR 
21966, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.125 Where to file claims. 
Claims for payment or reimburse-

ment of the expenses of services not 
previously authorized should be filed as 
follows: 

(a) For services rendered in the U.S. 
Claims for the expenses of care or serv-
ices rendered in the United States, in-
cluding the Territories or possessions 
of the United States, should be filed 
with the Chief, Outpatient Service, or 
Clinic Director of the VA facility des-
ignated as a clinic or jurisdiction 
which serves the region in which the 
care or services were rendered, and 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7304) 

(b) For services rendered in the Phil-
ippines. Claims for the expenses of care 
or services rendered in the Republic of 
the Philippines should be filed with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Out-
patient Clinic (358/00), 2201 Roxas Blvd., 
Pasay City, 1300, Republic of the Phil-
ippines, and 

(c) For services rendered in Canada. 
Claims for the expenses of care or serv-
ices rendered in Canada should be filed 
with the Chief, Medical Administration 
Service (136), Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center, White River 
Junction, VT 05009, and 

(d) For services rendered in other for-
eign countries. Claims for the expenses 
of care or services rendered in other 
foreign countries must be mailed to the 
Health Administration Center, P.O. 
Box 65023, Denver, CO 80206–3023. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7304) 

(e) For services rendered in Puerto Rico. 
Claims for the expenses of care or serv-
ices rendered in the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico should be filed with the 

Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical and Regional Office Center, San 
Juan, PR. 

[33 FR 19011, Dec. 20, 1968, as amended at 39 
FR 1844, Jan. 15, 1974; 45 FR 53807, Aug. 13, 
1980; 51 FR 8673, Mar. 13, 1986. Redesignated 
and amended at 61 FR 21966, 21967, May 13, 
1996] 

§ 17.126 Timely filing. 

Claims for payment or reimburse-
ment of the expenses of medical care or 
services not previously authorized 
must be filed within the following time 
limits: 

(a) A claim must be filed within 2 
years after the date the care or serv-
ices were rendered (and in the case of 
continuous care, payment will not be 
made for any part of the care rendered 
more than 2 years prior to filing 
claim), or 

(b) In the case of case or services ren-
dered prior to a VA adjudication allow-
ing service-connection: 

(1) The claim must be filed within 2 
years of the date the veteran was noti-
fied by VA of the allowance of the 
award of service-connection. 

(2) VA payment may be made for care 
related to the service-connected dis-
ability received only within a 2-year 
period prior to the date the veteran 
filed the original or reopened claim 
which resulted in the award of service- 
connection but never prior to the effec-
tive date of the award of service-con-
nection within that 2-year period. 

(3) VA payment will never be made 
for any care received beyond this 2- 
year period whether service connected 
or not. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7304) 

[33 FR 19012, Dec. 20, 1968, as amended at 39 
FR 1844, Jan. 15, 1974; 45 FR 53807, Aug. 13, 
1980; 51 FR 8673, Mar. 13, 1986. Redesignated 
at 61 FR 21966, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.127 Date of filing claims. 

The date of filing any claim for pay-
ment or reimbursement of the expenses 
of medical care and services not pre-
viously authorized shall be the post-
mark date of a formal claim, or the 
date of any preceding telephone call, 
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telegram, or other communication con-
stituting an informal claim. 

[39 FR 1844, Jan. 15, 1974. Redesignated at 61 
FR 21966, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.128 Allowable rates and fees. 
When it has been determined that a 

veteran has received public or private 
hospital care or outpatient medical 
services, the expenses of which may be 
paid under § 17.120 of this part, the pay-
ment of such expenses shall be paid in 
accordance with §§ 17.55 and 17.56 of this 
part. 

(Authority: Section 233, Pub. L. 99–576) 

[63 FR 39515, July 23, 1998] 

§ 17.129 Retroactive payments prohib-
ited. 

When a claim for payment or reim-
bursement of expenses of services not 
previously authorized has not been 
timely filed in accordance with the 
provisions of § 17.126, the expenses of 
any such care or services rendered 
prior to the date of filing the claim 
shall not be paid or reimbursed. In no 
event will a bill or claim be paid or al-
lowed for any care or services rendered 
prior to the effective date of any law, 
or amendment to the law, under which 
eligibility for the medical services at 
Department of Veterans Affairs ex-
pense has been established. 

[39 FR 1844, Jan. 15, 1974. Redesignated and 
amended at 61 FR 21966, 21968, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.130 Payment for treatment de-
pendent upon preference prohib-
ited. 

No reimbursement or payment of 
services not previously authorized will 
be made when such treatment was pro-
cured through private sources in pref-
erence to available Government facili-
ties. 

[39 FR 1844, Jan. 15, 1974. Redesignated at 61 
FR 21966, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.131 Payment of abandoned claims 
prohibited. 

Any informal claim for the payment 
or reimbursement of medical expenses 
which is not followed by a formal 
claim, or any formal claim which is not 
followed by necessary supporting evi-
dence, within 1 year from the date of 

the request for a formal claim or sup-
porting evidence shall be deemed aban-
doned, and payment or reimbursement 
shall not be authorized on the basis of 
such abandoned claim or any future 
claim for the same expenses. For the 
purpose of this section, time limita-
tions shall be computed from the date 
following the date of request for a for-
mal claim or supporting evidence. 

[33 FR 19012, Dec. 20, 1968. Redesignated at 61 
FR 21966, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.132 Appeals. 
When any claim for payment or reim-

bursement of expenses of medical care 
or services rendered in non-Department 
of Veterans Affairs facilities or from 
non-Department of Veterans Affairs re-
sources has been disallowed, the claim-
ant shall be notified of the reasons for 
the disallowance and of the right to 
initiate an appeal to the Board of Vet-
erans Appeals by filing a Notice of Dis-
agreement, and shall be furnished such 
other notices or statements as are re-
quired by part 19 of this chapter, gov-
erning appeals. 

[33 FR 19012, Dec. 20, 1968. Redesignated at 61 
FR 21966, May 13, 1996] 

RECONSIDERATION OF DENIED CLAIMS 

§ 17.133 Procedures. 
(a) Scope. This section sets forth re-

consideration procedures regarding 
claims for benefits administered by the 
Veterans Health Administration 
(VHA). These procedures apply to 
claims for VHA benefits regarding deci-
sions that are appealable to the Board 
of Veterans’ Appeals (e.g., reimburse-
ment for non-VA care not authorized in 
advance, reimbursement for bene-
ficiary travel expenses, reimbursement 
for home improvements or structural 
alterations, etc.). These procedures do 
not apply when other regulations pro-
viding reconsideration procedures do 
apply (this includes CHAMPVA (38 CFR 
17.270 through 17.278) and spina bifida 
(38 CFR 17.904) and any other regula-
tions that contain reconsideration pro-
cedures). Also, these procedures do not 
apply to decisions made outside of 
VHA, such as decisions made by the 
Veterans Benefits Administration and 
adopted by VHA for decisionmaking. 
These procedures are not mandatory, 
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